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A Celebration Beyond Measure 



This year's theme, "A Lamp Unto My Feet, A Light Unto 
My PathC^ offMiid fflfflry ways that the Spirit of God was 
invited to provide light for our journey. Over 200 clergy, 
laypersons and youth representing 39 churches gathered in 
the peaceful setting of tfee ©unpMS of Agnes Scott College 
for the 36* annual merting*©f the Southeast Conference. 
From the colorful giant puppets to the inspiring music of 
the Atlanta Community Jazz Chorus, led by Dr. Dwight 
Andj^ws, pa^or of First Congregational Church in 
Atlanta, to the prophetic preaching of both Dr. Walter 
Bmeggemann and Rev. Wanda Washington, the Spirit of 
God was among us - creating community inspiring our 
cr^tivity, challenging our faith, and moving us to laugh- 
ter, hugs and celebration. 

While celebrating, the path into the Southeast Conference 
was filled with travelers, as two existing churches were 

V ^ 1 K-., Georgia ''South Carolina association. 

While the 
confer- 
ence 

celebrated 
growth 
and 

exciting 
changes, 
we also 
rem^- 
bered the 
roots of 
our faith 

through Brueggenmnn's challengbigsennon, Briwiftg 
parallels on the improvisation of jazz music, he reminded 
us that all our ways of sharing the gospel are improvisa- 
tions of the central Biblical theme of redemption and 
reconciliation. 




Tm Downs welcomes Rev. Tim Shirley and 
Dr. Kenneth Samuel to UCC. 




Followir^ a 
colorftil recogni- 
tion of ministries 
on Saturday 
morning, the 
aftecQOOL 
business session 
offered much to 
celebrate as new 
churches were 
welcomed, a 
new relationship 
with Piedmont 

College was recognized, and Tim Downs was reappointed 
for a second six-year term as Conference Minister. Many 
kudos were sharad to eelebmte the contributions of Tim'i 
first six years of ministry in the Southeast Conference! 
Business then gave way to relaxation, with a kaleidoscope 
of opportunities to network with colleagues, browse 
through resources Euad Cokesbury books in ttoe tiMbit 
walk the labyrinth, or get away for needed rest and relax- 
ation* 

Continued on page 7 



Fifteen foot puppets join Annual 
Meeting worship! 
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A Letter from the Conference Minister 



Echoes and Images 



Dear Friends, 



I am writmg to you in the still silence that settled on the 
Conference office following the 36*^' Annual Meeting of 
the Southeast Conference held June 14-15 in Atlanta, yet 
the echoes and images from ^e Annual Meeting linger 
and reverberate. I eaai still see &e swaying fifteen-foot 
puppets from General Synod sun'ounded by youth danc- 
ing and swaying down the aisle. I hear the stunning tones 
of The Atlanta Community Jazz Chorus and the voice of 
WMfiir Brueggigmsnn nsmindlEtg m witti rare eloquence of 
our vocation as a people of faith. I see the gathering 
coming to its feet upon the recognition of Virginia- 
Highland Church and Victory Church, the two newest 
congregations in the United Church of Christ, coi^pega- 
tions with deeply gifted pastors and a long history of 
courageous and faithful witness and proclamation. 




Rev. Arnold Slater is recognized on the 70th 
anniversary of his ordination. 

Victory Church, with 6,000 members, becomes the largest 
UCC congregation in the South and one of the largest in 
the denomination. Victory Church in Stone Mountain and 
Virginia-Highland in Atlanta, now join Church of the 
Savior in Roswell, 
Georgia as pioneer 
churches that are 
leaving previous 
dmommELtmmiX 



ties to forge new relationships with the UCC. O&er 
congregations see the examples of these sisters and 
brothers in Christ and are petitioning us to join as well. 
The process of welcoming new congregations into the 
United Church of Christ coupled with our successful 
new church development strategies has added thousands 
of members to the UCC. 

A highlight of the conf^^e mm our recognition of the 
70* anniversary of the ordination of Arnold Slater, Sr., 
who seived so well and faithfully in Pilgrim Congrega- 
tional Church, Chattanooga. Afterwards, Arnold toWuie 
he had been the first Mod^ter of Ae Southeast Confer- 
ence of the United Church of Christ. While reminiscing, 
Arnold shared that of all of the congregations in the 
Southeast Conference at that time, only one in Atlanta 
was not receiving a subsidy from #ie W^M- for Home- 
land Ministries. He then added, "This is truly a new 
day." In our early days, these small congregations fully 
upheld a tradition throughout the South which is now 
breaking forth into s new day - a day of vibrant witeiiij 
of powth and of to Mthful proclamation of a C^pel 
of Jei^s Christ, Proclaiming a Gospel of extravagant 
hospitality, we recognize that God seeks the redemption 
not only of individual lives but of all creation It its 
brokenness. 

For those of you volunteered, and to the staff and 
leadership of the Southeast Conference, who gave so 
g^ascously of your gifts of time and talents to make this 
extraordmary Annual Meeting possible, I extend my 
deepest thanks. For those of you who came to celebrate 
and to share fellowship, I thank you too. My sabbatical, 
which began on June 17*^, will continue through Sep- 
tember 1 8*and 1 am confident that I will return to fm 
rested and renewed and prepared for my next six years 

as your Conference 




Peace, 

Timothy C Downs 
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Southeast Conference 
Membership Almost 
Doubles! 

At this year's annual meeting as two existing churches that 
seek renewed denominational ties joined the United 
Church of Christ, the membership of the S outheast Con- 
ference ahnost doubled! Victory Church, a 6000 member 
African-American church in Stone Mountain, GA, and 
Virginia-Highland Church in Atlanta join us to strengthen 
their mission involvement and minister alongside others 
who proclaim a strong voice in social justice. The Ecclesi-^" 




Dr. Kenneth Samuel, Victory Church, and Rev. Jim 
Shirley, Virginia-Highland Church are joined by 
their members after reception into the United 
Church of Christ. 

astical Couaeil crftite GA/SO AsioiiiKtoii \^>tti woMii-- 
mously to receive the churches into the UCC. While 
preserving and honoring their Baptist heritage, both 
churches seek a Ammmamikmd rdationship wha^ their 
church can respond with open minds and open spirits 
where issues of race, gender, sexuality, and justice are 
concerned. "Authentic congregational autonomy only 
takes place in relationship,*' says the Rev. Tim Shirley, 
Virginia-Highland's pastor, "and relationship only happens 
within the context of communities that are mutually 
challenging and acknowledging of expectations. This is 
, th^ kind of dmomiiatiional relationship that Virginia- 
ffi^and Church desires." 



Our welcoming of existing churches began with a new 
vigcHT te yeir wh^ Cliwdi of the Savior in Roswell 
joined the United Church of Christ. Like Virginia-High- 
land, they had been Hving on the edge of Southern Baptist 
life, knowing there was discordance betwe^ them and the 
tradition that birthed them. In fact, Virginia-Highland was 
de^ly involved in the Atlanta Baptist Association and the 



life of the Georgia Baptist Conventicffli, only to be voted out 
f f el low ship by the Geoi^a Baptist Convention. - Dr. ' 
Kenneth Samuel's fifteen years as Pastor and Organizer of 
the Victory Church, he has tried to fashion a ministry which 
speaks to the total needs of the total person - spiritual and 
physical; psychological and economical; personal and 
political. He shares, "In my quest to find an ecclesiastical 
body which could resonate with the duality of my passion 
for spiritual development and social justice, L was intro- 
duced to the United Church of Christ. It is my deep convic- 
tion that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not limited to the 
perimeters of personal piety; it is my belief that the Gospel - 
also mandates social justice." Both Victory and Virginia- 
Highland clearly seek a relationship with denominational - .. 
partners where they can carry out their mission with 
integrity. * 

"The United Church of Christ, which represents an alterna- 
tive to the spuit of exclusion that has characterized certain 
expressions of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, can stand proud - 
and tall," shares Tim Downs, "on its long commitment to 
issues of justice; we take seriously the words of the apostle 
Paul, that God shows no partiality." What does this mean to 
the life of our Conference? "Our conference," rqjlies 
Downs, "is very changed, much more ethnically and 
culturally diverse and therefore a fuller expression of the 
unity which Jesus Christ calls us to when he prayed in 
John 19 that they may all be one."^ 



Voices^ Visions^ 

A pdMication o? Ihe Sotittieast CoiifertitK^e or Ihe Orfled Church of Chrfet 

The mission of Voicek^ VUim is to promote 
current events and conference news, offering 
,4i}formation and inspiration to members,.. ._. , 

. -Edrtor: Mary Kendrick Moore 
Layout Editor: Geraldinc Ryons-Hudson i 
Contributing Editor: Timothy C. Downs 
Contributing Writer: Joyce HoHyday 

Conference Office: ; 

75 6 West Peacbtme :&e%t N W " 
Atlanta, GA 3030B^tt3^ 
Pbor^^^0?4 Of- SOO/807-1 993-. ; 

Articles and sitbmfss'mm m^y bi,dfrect^ 
to the Editor at mmoorcf^sccucc.org 
or call 770/941-2048 for assistance. 



3 ^Voices 4 Visions^ 



Youth Participate in 
Annual Meeting Events 

by Betsy Flory 




Cliff Aerie (right) teaches 
youth to use giant puppets. 



Ever been inside a 12 
foot tall pxippet, with 
six foot long arms and a 
multicolored face the 
size of a basketball 
backboard? Many of 
our Conference youth 
experienced this at the 
Annual Meeting during 
a Friday afternoon 
training session and our 
Saturday morning 
celebration of minis- 
tries. The puppets 
arrived on loan from the 
Ohio churches who 
designed and built them 
for last year's General 



Synod. Accompanying them was Rev. Cliff Aerie, Special 
Events Producer/Writer, from the Office of Proclamation 
and Identity to train us in wearing and mmg them. 

The puppets weigh 25 to 30 pounds, which doesn't sound 
SO bad until you learn the whole weight is waving 6 or 7 
f©et above your head! Add to that the wmttimlm^ tofees 
^Mrt; hang from the puppets' shoulders and engulf the 
puppeteer, and you have a contraption which requires the 
cooperation of two people to opeimte— ooe inside and 
mother outside, acting as a ^ott^ for obstael^ on tibe 




•r 'H' 



Youth prepare puppets/or worship. 




floor and overhead. Even though the puppets could only be 
operated for any Imgth of time by a few (tall) people, 
every youth got a chance to try them on. 

In addition to puppetry, the youth studied Psalm 119, 
thinking about roads as a metaphor fbr our relationships 
with God, and the ways in which journeys "unfold" God's 
word for us. Then we took our own journey through the 
surrounding neighborhoods of Agnes Scott and walked to 
nearby Columbia Seminary. There, young people who 
attended got to try out balancing peacock feathers as part 
of Cliff Aerie's imagination workshop {''Keep your eye on 
the eye, y 'all") Though it seemed like an impossible stunt, 
by the end of the afternoon ev^one was able to do it. 
(Even me!) Some folks even tossed the upright feathers 
from hand to hand. It was great fun. 




A 

delicate 
balancing 
act! 



While at Columbia, we had the unique opportunity to walk 
the spirituality department's labyrinth, a new experience 

very old form of meditation which embodies the metaphor 
of journeying as a way of making space to listen for God. 
Many of the j^s were surprised to find that they really 
Eked tibe sil*^iee md. ib& stiilla'ess of doing only one single 
thing. Nonetheless, for those who craved more activity 
and noise, there were late night games of hide and seek 
and sardines. For m tai^ieted ad^mlure for adults and 
youth alike, we were all treated to a middle-of-the-night 
evacuation of the dorm building when an unattended bag 
of popcorn in a microwave set off the fire alarms! In the 
UCC there is som^Mng for everyone! 

Betsy Flory is the Coordinator of Youth Ministries for the 
Southeast Conference. You may contact her at 
bflory@secucc,org. 
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L ea dersh ip Con voca tion 
Introduced at Annual Meeting 



The newly introduced Leadership Convocation was, 
without doubt, the beginning of something good! The 
convocation Mcfced off the annual conference with over 60 
attendees representing members of the TAP program, new 
church start pastors, and other ministers and lay leaders 
from churches across the Southeast Conference. 

In a morning workshop. Dr. Waher Bmeggemami, Profes- 
sor of Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary, 
stimulated challenging questions for church leaders, 
encouraging them to embrace how we use tlie Bible in 
preaching and teaching to offer a new alternative - new life 
- to the dominant norms of our society. Modem society, 
notes Brueggemann, has influenced our lives through 
conitiiimim, th© ewluli«, ©f t@dteo«l©gy tfeat 

solves problems, with a therapeutic mindset that suggests 
we are to always be stress-free, and a military mindset that 
we must protect what we have. In response, Brueggemann 
presented a prophetic call to reclaim the Biblical story as a 
primary resource for re-imagining our lives. "From our 
lips," he says, "the elusive, uncontrollable reality of God 
is to be presented." 

The afternoon featured a workshop on Boundaries and 
Power in Ministry, led by Dr. Sally Purvis and Rev. 
Bennie Liggins, Associate Conference MiniMia' md Pastor 
of Community Congregational Church in Montgomery. 
"Our workshop focused on definitions of boundaries and 
power, how they intersect, and the special, non-negotiable 
role that ministers hmve for maintaining boundaji^ and 



empowering their parishioners," states Dr. Purvis. The 
workshop addressed important topics for ministers, includ- 
ing personal versus professional power, being human 
versus being needy, the seductive nature of parish ministry, 
and resistance to boundaries. "For both ministers and 
laypersons, maintaining boundaries fosters a unique 
spiritual journey that touches on spiritual growth and 
effects how we embrace the challenges of change and 
problem solving," states Rev. Liggins. "It's always impor- 
tant to think about your actions and relationships with 
others, for they effect not only you but the entire church.*' 
The workshop session ended with small group discussions 
of case studies which presented complicated scenarios of 
the use of power and boundaries in ministry settings. 




Rev. Bennie Liggins and Dr. Sally Purvis 
share ideas with convocation attendee. 



Victory to Host International 
African Summit 



Mark your calendars for Victory's International African 
Summit on October Hand 12, 2002. The theme of this 
special event is "The Afiican-American Connection: 
Strengthening the Ties That Bind." Join international 
leaders and persons from around the nation as we meet to 
grapple with some of the most serious issues confronting 
Africans and African-Americans today. The Summit 
begins on Friday, October 1 1th with an African Cultural 
Celebration featuring African history, culture and tradi- 
tions. To set the tone for this event. Ambassador Andrew 
Young will deliver the keynote address. 



On Saturday, Oetobor 12&, participants will attend semi- 
nars and a plenary session on current issues plaguing 
Africa. Hosted in conjunction with Global Ministries 
Africa, UGC, speaks will include Dr. Bamce Powell 
Jackson, Executive Minister, UCC, Justice and Witness 
Ministries. The Summit will conclude with a Call to Action, 
an exploration of domestic and international mission 
opportunities. As Victory's first major event as a UCC 
church, they enthusiastically invite support from churches 
throughout the Southeast Conference. For more information 
about this exciting event and to obtain registration materi- 
als, contact Leancfea Casson at 678/476-6000. 



Called to Reconcile: Fall Women's Retreat 

Called to Reconcile was the theme for the 2002 Southeast 
Conference Women's Retreat. The Rev. Angie Wri^t, 
foimding pastor of Beloved Community United Church in 
Birmingham, was our keynote speaker. She brought to the 
group her deep passion for bringing together people of 
diva^e backgrounds to work for justice and reconciliation. 
The University of Alabama in Birmingham recently named 
Rev. Wright as Outstanding Woman in the Community, 

This year's retreat featured a new time, S^ptemba- 13-15, 
and a new location at Sumatanga, southwest of Gadsden, 
AL. Sumatanga is a rustic, wooded Methodist camp that 
has recently added modem facilities suitable for our retreat. 
Workshops on a variety of tc^ies €Qtaic©d spiritual p«>wt!i 
and empowered women for work in the larger community, 
hi one special project, "Ugly Quilts", women created warm 
quilts for the homeless. 

Men's Retreat: Real Men, 
Real Faith, Real World 

These are tough times to be a nmn. 
All of iit wies and roles have 
changed with no one model of 
masculinity surviving. Men are left 
to pick and choose between dis- 
torted images from the worlds of 
sports, media and popular culture. 
What's a man to do? Join other 
men from the Southeast Conference 
to explore images and roles of 
manhood with facilitators Rev. Dr. 
Nathan Harris, Minister for Racial Ethnic 
EdiKjation ^d Issues, and Rev. David 
Holden, Minister for Adult Education and Men's 
Ministries, both from Local Church Ministries of the United 
Church of Christ. The ev^ will meet in Chattanooga on 
October 11-12 with the location to be determined based on 
number of registrants. A small cost of $10 will cover three 
^eat meals. For additional information or to register, email 
Rev. Johnny Mingus at pilgrim@chattanooga.n^. 

Revival Planned at Allen Retreat Center 

A revival at the Allen Retreat Center in LaFayette, AL is 
being hosted by the East AlabamaWest Geoi^a Associa- 
tion of the Southeast Conference. The revival will be held 
October 20 - 22, 2002 at 6:30 p.m. Central Daylight Time 
(CDT) and will feature the folio wmg speakers: Rev. Dan 
Garrett, North Main; Rev. Ricky Cummings, Corinth; and 
Rev. Barry Brooks, Pleasant Grove. All members of the 
Southeast Conference are invited to join in this opportunity 
for fellowship and worship. 




Work Camps Provide Service Opportunity! 

Work Camps scheduled for this fall need volunteer labor- 
ers, cooks and *go-fors'. Rev. Will Rabeft, iouttieast 
Conference Disaster Coordinator, is coordinating these 
events and requests your help. 

On September 30-October 4, Work Camp volunte^s wUl 
scrape and paint the exterior of Bethany UCC in 
Thomasville, GA. Many of the volunteers will arrive from 
Uplands, Pleasant Hill, TN, where their present pastor, 
Rev: Haine Sipe, lived until recently. OnOdob®' 
November 1 , many volunteers are needed for a Work 
Camp at the Allen Retreat Center in Alabama. Persons 
skilled in plumbing, carpet installation, painting and c^en- 
try are needed. For additional information or to volunteer, 
contact Will Rabert at 931/277-5424 or e-mail him at 
wrabert@secucc.org. 

Alabama-Tennessee Association 
Gathered at Sweetwater 

A firesh determination and a revived 
spirit imrked Sflii Annual Meet- 
ing of the Alabama-Tennessee 
Association. Delegates gathered at 
First United Church of Christ in 
iW«i^i^»,TW» April 12-13. 
Throughout the weekend, fme 
music was provided by Milton 
Hurst, the Rev. Win Stone, and the 



Church. Keynote speaker for Friday 
evening was Rev. Dr. John Mingus, 
pastor of Pilgrim Congregational UCC in 
Chattanooga. Highlighting the theme of the 
meeting, "The Little Association that Could," 
Mingus offered a meditation on the feeding of the multi- 
tudes in John 6 : 1-14 . 

On Saturday morning, Rev. Thomas Warren, new pastor of 
Community UCC m Pleasant Hill, TN, led the Bible study. 
Incoming homi. m^b^ w^e installed dining ^e Asso- 
ciation business meeting. The following officers continue 
their terms of service: Mrs. Peg Muenstermann (Commu- 
nity UCC, Pleasant Hill), Moderator; Ms. Vanessa Robbs 
(Pilgrim Congre^ewi OOC, Qalteooga), \^ee-mod- 
erator; the Rev. Dr. John Mingus, Secretary, and Ms. 
Kathryn Robinson (First Congregational Christian UCC, 
Birmingham), I reasum. This year's association offoing 
was given to Sweetwater Area Ministries, a local inter- 
church relief agency. 

Submitted by Mike Stroud, Editor, ALA-TENN Advance, 
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Conference Memories 



chcdlen^g^ 




The creativity was amazing! At this meeting, there 
was a lot of variety with so many participants . . . 
very stimulating! 

Rev. Arnold Slater, Retired Clergy, 
Pilgrim Congregational Church 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 



celehratCon/ 



Walter Brueggemann's notion that the 
Gospe[ is like jazz and that our lives 
am like riffs on the original Gospel 
theme- WOW! I'm tal<ing much 
better care with how I improvise. 
Thanks Walter! 

Rev. Kimbcrleigh Buchanar} 
Pilgrimage United Church of Christ 
Marietta. Georgia 




enjoyed the fFrsthand exposure to 

the diversity of our faith - from talking 
to people and listening to their 
interests to hearing the variety of 
musical expressions in worship. 

Bill Milligan 

Community Congregational Church 
Monl^mry,AL 



Continued from page 1 

Several staff members from the national UCC office were 
present to share our meetings. Edith Guffey, Associate 
General Minister of the United Chttfch of CMit, hrou^i 
greetings from the national office on her first visit to the 
Southeast Conference. "You have given me a great 
overview of the work of your conference," shares Guffey. 
In. partioi^ar, with appreciation for the growth of the 
conference as we welcomed new churches into our midst, 
she notes, "I was deeply touched as I heard the testimony 
of the Rev. Tun Shirley and Rev. Kenneth Samuels about 
iiy^k conifir^iions' choices to enter the United Church of 



After such a celebratory gathering, there is no doubt that 
the path we travel together as memb^s of the Southeast 
Conference is well lifted with the movement of the Spirit 
and anticipation of new ways that the gospel will be shared 
through our ministries. Our hearts and minds were enlight- 
ened, encouraging us to return to our congregations excited 
about the missions and ministries of our conferene©. Per- 
haps the best description of all for the mood of the annual 
conference came from Rev. Arnold Slater, who was 
recognized on tlie 70* mmivo^aiy of his ordination. With an 
exhuberant smile, he Sti4 **We are going somewhere now!" 
The Aimual Conference was a stop along a journey that 
promises growth and challenge. Keep your lamps handy! 



when Women Sing Together 

By Kimberleigh Buchanan 



Over 60 metro -Atlanta UCC women gathered at Central 
Congregational Church in Atlanta on May 2nd for a time of 
table fellowship and singing. What a time we had! Over a 
lovely meal prepared and served by Central's Women's 
Fellowship, women from seven churches met, ate, and 
steed stories . The meal completed, we Gontintied our 
^toriag in an evening of song in Central's striking "sanctu- 
ary among the trees." Soloists and ensembles from many 
churches entertained us, inspired us and led us to worship 
through thdr music. All p^dered unique and beautiful 
offerings of hymns, spirituals, songs of spring, and even 
one show tune. We ended the evening by singing together, 
"When in Our Music Qod is Glorified." 

Indeed, to many of us, it felt as though God had been 
glorified. We in the Southeast Conference are a diverse 
group! We spend a W 0f tte^ talking about diversity and 
tryiag despmtely to M^e into the promise of that divea^ity. 



Living into the promise of diversity takes work - a lot of 
hard work. But there come oecasional brief in-br^ks of 
the Holy Spirit, when despite our differences (perhaps, in 
light of our differences!) we become suddenly aware that 
we all are connectedl We all have been created by God. 
We all love God. We all are loved by God. And in that 
brief moment of connection, when we know we have 
encountered God, we leave the encounter empowered, 
eonnected^ and ficee. For many, the women's ^thering in 
May was such a moment. 

We extend our thanks to the Women's Fellowship of 
Central Congregational Church for graciously hosting this 
event. Thanks, too, to the women who sang from their 
hearts, for holy things happen when women sing together. 

Rm Kimberkigh Bmhamn is Pastor of Pilgrimage 
United Church of Christ in Mumem, GA. 



Blessing and Abundance: 
The Graham Team Meeting 



By Kate Huey 

Participants enjoyed the beautiful retreat setting at Epworth 
by the Sea in St, Simons Island, GA for the 2002 gathering 
of ^e Graham T^on of the Stewardship Develc^msnt 
Network on April 15-17. Each spring. Local Church 
Ministries of the United Church of Christ sponsors an 
opportunity for lay and clergy "ministers of generosity" to 
wordnp, lemfL, and reflect togefh^ on stewafi^|» m t 
spirit and a way of life. Over 60 people from the Southeast, 
Southern, Florida, and South Central Conferences of the 
UCC came together to tell their stories of generosity, pray 
togediei; network wife atrtier, Miii fate knowledge 
and resources to enrich their ministry in their home congre- 
gations. The second in a three-year plan, the first gathering 
laid down theological foundations of generosity. 

The Southeast Conference once again sent over a dozen 
participants. The Rev. Nancy S chested, one of the finest 
preaAers in the nation, reflected on this year's theme - 
Generosity: Engaging Resistance within Ourselves and Our 
Communities of Faith. The Rev. Elizabeth Clement led 
challenging and lively Bible studies and led the community 
inpmyer. In addition, llrklladiwa^ aa&or of .Sa^oM/ 



Do a New Thing, spoke on resistance in the church, usiag 
his work iu systems theory as a starting point. Dr. 
Hadaway and national staff membo^ led workshops and 
^igaged participants in the excitapge of ideas and experi- 
ences. Topics included resources on giving in the church, 
financial services available to congregations from the 
m^mmjL setting of the tXXI, as well as ccwifliet 
community. Attendees enjoyed large and small group 
discussion, conference caucuses, and fellowship ~ includ- 
ing ice cream, of course. 

After a meeting full of good spirit, participants returned 
home renewed and energized for the work ahead. Next 
year's Graham Team will gather agahi at St. Simons fof 
«B>&@r Acse of atwm&ne© and blessing. Scheduled for 
May 12-14, 2003, the meeting will focus on the actual 
congregational programs and approaches to strengthen the 
giving in ouf loeal churches. 

Rev. Kate Huey is the Minister for Public Life in the 
Stewardship and Church Finances Ministry of the UCC. 



Piedmont College Establishes 
New Relationship with UCC 



The Board of Trustees of Piedmont College voted on May 
1 this ymt to affilMe with ths XMtid Cterdi of Christ 
as well as to continue their current affiliation with the 
National Association of Congregational Christian 
Churches. The Board of Directors of the Southeast Con- 
ference has affirmed, supported and celebrated this 
affiliation since conversations began. On June 19, Pied- 
mont College was voted into relationship with the Council 
for Higher and Theological Education of the United 
Church of Christ. The Southeast Conference and Piedmont 
College look forward to a fruitful and very mutual rela- 
tionship. According to Ashley Cook, Chaplain at Piedmont 
College, their affiliation with the UCC is the culmination 
of a process that began over a year ago as the college 
began to discuss plans for a new congregation that would 
meet on campus. "Because one of the hallmarks of our 
Con^'egatioiMl h^ag© is i^mir^i^ with ©to" cfaurete 
it seemed important to be formally connected to congrega- 
tions in close geographic proximity. This budding partner- 
ship has already provided several opportunities for col- 
laboration,'' states Cook. Already sharing gifts and 
resources, the college choir performed at Pilgrim Church 
in Chattanooga in May and youth leaders from all over the 
southeast met at Piedmont to plan a regional youth event, 
hi addition, a i^Warship fund has been tailored to serve 
students who are members of UCC churches. 




Jim Downs greets Chaplain Ashley Cook and 
Presidt'}Tl Ri'\ (.Iccrc iq^nn recognition of 
Piedmom College s ajjiliaiion with the UCC. 



Piedmont Cfi>^ mm ^mm mm^^ Aug- 
ean Missionary Associatiori and is proud of its strong 



cor^i^tioaal heritage. "In many ways this relationship 
between the United Church of Christ and Piedmont College 
is one that represents reconciliation," states Tim Downs, 
Coiifereiice Minigter. The Hstional Association has in its 
membership many Congregational Christian congregations 
that chose not to join the United Church of Christ. This 
partnership with Piedmont College brings us back into 
conversations with these "cousins** to experience our 
mutual cofljmitments to Piedmont College and perhaps 
collaborate in other ways as well. "Our heritage is the 
source of relationships with churches that were Congrega- 
tional before the formatioii of the UMt^ Ctoch of Christ," 
continues Cook. "By affiliating with the UCC, we are now 
able to formally honor those relationships and develop new 
ties to tiie many expressions of church that comprise th© 
Sou&east Confirmee." 



East Coast Seminarians to Gather 



A gathering of East Coast seminarians will be held Octo- 
ber 3-6, 2002 at the Craigville Retreat Center on Cape Cod 
in Massachussetts. The theme of the gathering is ''The 
UCC: It's Our Bag'' and will feature workshops, worship, 
mentoring pastor groups, and a chance to simply meet 
other UCC seminarians. Two members of the UCC 
Collegium will be present: Bemice Powell Jackson, 
Executive Minister for Justice and Witness Ministry and 
John Thomas, General Minister and President. Workshops 



will be offered by UCC national staff members on a variety 
of subjects such as finding a call in the UCC, how to deal 
with issues of social justice, and even the world wide web 
as a form of Christian community. Worship will be lively 
and creative with lots of fine music. The cost of the work- 
shop is $176.00 and some scholarship assistance is avail- 
able. Persons in care attending from the Southeast Confer- 
ence include Betsy Flory, Jim Metzger, Juanita Simmons 
and Linda Smith. 



Concern 



Our prayers are extended to Rev. Kate Hauk and her ' 
family in the illness of her son, Thomas, Following 
serious illness and cardiac arrest, Thomas is in a coma 
and is being cared for by hospice. 

Our prayers are extended to Rev. Vant Hardaway and 
family during his mother's extended illness and hospital- 
ization. 

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Rev. Edward 
Smallwood, following his death on August 28 after an 
extended illness. Smaiiwood was a UCC wkdster in the 
Southeast Confereaice since 1965. 

Rev. Thomas I. Warren was installed as Pastor of Pleas- 
ant Hill Community Church, UCC, on Saturday, May 4. 
Warren is the twenty-third pastor in the history of the 
1 17-year-old Community Church. The Rev. Joyce 



Hollyday, Associate Conference Minister, preached and 
The Rev. Thomas W. D. Band, Chair of the Church & 
Ministry Committee of the ALA/TEN Association, 
performed the InstallatiDn. The Rev, Timothy Downs 
provided the Prayer of Installation and the Declaration. 
The Rev. Warren served as pastor of St. Paul's United 
Church of Christ in New Orleans, Louisiana before 
acc^ting the call to Pleasant Hill Community Church on 
February 13, 2002. Tom and his wife, Kim Miller, have 
two children; Daniel, 3 years old and Abigail, one year 
old. 

Rev. Dorothea Lotze-Kola was installed as Chaplain and 
ACPE Associate Supervisor in a four-way-covenant with 
Children's Healthcare ©f Atlinia ^ Scottisfc Hite, 
Central Congregational, UCC and the Southeast Confer- 
ence and granted Ml ministerial standing on Sunday, 
August 18. 




SEPTEMBER 

15 ■ Service of Reception, Virginia-Highland Church. Atlanta, GA 

2ft^il - ' Ai.A/TENF*fl#i^^first^tJifi^^"CSiufch, Nashville, TN 

" . SEC Youth Backpacking Trip, Appalachian Trail-Blood Mountain _ ■ " .ri- 
ll GA/SC Church & Ministry Committee Training, Atlanta, GA , 
23 SEC EKU bel^M^s Leave 

29 Service of DediciK^x^-|!l^|^^(|gati^al Church, Montgomeiy, AL 

3B-10/2 Southera Regtqa^ Staff Kifce^^^^ ^^pn's Mand, GA 

OCTOBER ; ' ^ 

'^6 - East Cost Consiittation for Students-iii-Cajr€^\C5^BB#^ie^ 

5 Tnterfaith Event: Bishop Margot Kassman of the EKU, Author of "The Deca^ to Overcome 

Violence," Central Congregational Church, Atlanta, GA ■ - 

11-12 International African Summit, Victory Church, Stone Mountain, G A ,-_>-- 

11-12 SECMen's Retreat, -ls©cation to be Announced, Chattanooga, TN : - 'i^'^^^^M 

1^19 Transforming ^i^^f@^n$» Workshop Leader: Kirk lladaWay^ Chufcli of the Saviqifv/ ^ } 

Roswell.GA '^"^^^^^ . .. , \ j 

19 EAL/WGA AiiHiial Meeting, Allen Retreat Center, Lal^ayette,,AL . . "-j^ 

20- 22 EAliWGAAssociation Revival, Allen Retreat C^eftfil^^^fej A^^ 

21- 24 : SEC Staff Retreat, Blowing Rock Assembly Grounds, Blowing Rock, NC 
26 ,t ^ . ; GA/SC Church & Ministry Committee Meeting, Atlanta, GA 

29^ ' - - T- . Service of Installation for Ejmiie lij^iipmird, Pilgrim Congregational Church, Bkmingham, AL 

— - ■^■•■^'■'^Sr-^oa;-^^^^ ■ . . ^ . , -, . , ,^ „- ~. ^ 



Voices ^Visions W. 



Southeast Feast 

Food for the Heart and Soul 

By Joyce Hollyday 






A Piece of the Rainbow 

In our common cultural understandings, colors have come 
to represent particular qualities. Red has often stood for 
courage, green for life, and blue for hope. The Southeast 
fiBPn 11'^ JHHHHHHHHIP/ Confer- 

blessed 
with an 
abundance 
of these 
qualities, 
so it was 

lLiB^lk)i;...&^db.... ^Jjaah, •-'^illlJlH appropri- 
Even the puppets clapped their hands in ate that 
celebration! these 
colors, and others, were present in prohision at the Annual 
Meeting's Saturday morning celebration of our minisMes 
and f r^grinas. 





National UCC stajf receive stoles. 

Bright pieces of fabric in tones of red, orange, and yellow 
cascaded on the backdrop behind an altar vibrant with 
blues. Stoles of every rainbow hue were draped up front, 
ready to be given out at the right moment. But first, an 
even larger explosion of color burst upon us. Towering 
puppets, with faces representing indigenous peoples — 
created for the United Church of Christ's General Synod 
2001 and c^erated by oui youtt^—paraded down the 
colter aisle, adding some purple, aqua, and gold to the 
mix, 

fcan B^CM ofiwed oiir Call to iffl 
Korean. Then one by one, beginning with the youth, we 
celebrated the progran^ that have brought growth and 



vitality to the Confeiiettce. Membm of our new and j oining 
churches stood to receive stoles, followed by participants in 
the TAP {Theology Among the People) Program and 
Covenant for Renewal. Stoles were draped over the 
shLOulders of those who have shared fcir stories through 
Rekindle tibie Gift; who have helped with disaster relief; 
who serve on Conference Commissions, the Board of 
Directors, and the Conference staff. Then all Annual 
Meeting attendees feeeived ilste, aelnowlidgiiEgtteif 
commitment year after year to this joyful and Spirit-filled 
gathering. During the celebration musical selections 
mirroring the diversity of the Conference were offeed. 
Ensembles from Sweetwater First United Church of Christ, 
GSN (God, Self, and Neighbor) Ministries, and Evergreen 
Congregational United Church of Christ got the crowd on 
ihm feet and clapping. Miltoo Harsl ient cMUs up and 
down spines with his poignant riisdering of "I Want Jesus 
to Walk with Me." Winn Stone, accompanied by Dick 
Braun on flute, and the Central Congregational United 
Church of Christ ensemble inispired us all. 

The poetic words of the UCC Statement of Faith were 
woven throughout the service, and Dr. Walter 
Bnieggemann issued a chall^ging and compelling call 
Impd on the claim this statement has on us all. By the end 
of the celebration, splashes of color from up front had 
spread throughout the room. Each of us had a piece of the 
ibMIm 10 hmm m a memento of the blessings we 
received at the Annual Meeting and a reminder of our 

commit- 
ment to 
the 

ministries 
of the 
Southeast 
Confer- 
ence. 



Ensemble from Centrmt Con^egational, UCC 
shares in worship. 
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MAKYVOICES. ONE IN CHRIST 

Southeast Conference of the 
United Church of Christ 

750 West Peachtree Street N W 
Atlanta, GA 30308-1 132 




Like a rainbow in the clouds' 
'■'-^ on a rainy day was the sight of 
that encircling radiance; it was 



